
The Adjective Experiment

This is an activity for the whole class. Children can work individually or in a 
pair.
Every individual or pair needs two pieces of paper. Number them 1 and 2.
Now, you need to choose a noun... any noun! It can be the sun, a chair, 
shoe, a cake, a cow, football, a friend... anything! Once you’ve chosen it, 
write it down on paper number 1.
Then, think of the most obvious adjective to describe the noun that you’ve 
chosen. For example, if you’ve chosen ‘snow’ your adjective might be 
‘white’ or ‘cold’. Whatever it is, write it down on paper number 2.
Once everyone in the class has done that, pick up paper number 1 and 
scrunch it up like a ball. Then, after you’ve decided on a target or specific 
area, everyone should throw the paper ball to the chosen area in the 
classroom.
Do the same with paper number 2, but to a different area in the room.

Now, you should have two piles. Paper number 1 all mixed and paper 
number 2 all mixed.

Pick up one paper ball from pile number 1 and read it aloud. Ask the class 
who wrote it, and which adjective came to mind. Then, choose a paper 
ball from pile 2 which should give you a random adjective.

Now discuss... Do both these words go together? Do they make sense? Is 
it a funny image? Can it work? Does it give you an idea? What effect does 
the adjective have? 

Keep going through all the paper balls. Some pairings might be boring, 
some might be funny. Notice how powerful an adjective can be. 
Hopefully, the experiment will encourage you to try a different adjective 
rather than the most obvious one when you write a story. An unusual 
adjective to describe something can make all the difference when writing a 
story. 
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100 Ways To Crack An Egg 
Divergent Thinking

Invite your pupils to describe 100 ways to crack an 
egg - anything egg-cracking method is acceptable…
within reason! 

The first 20 will be easy…the next 50 will be a bit 
more tough, but by the time they get to the 100th 
way to crack an egg, your pupils will be thinking 
divergently and coming up with really inventive and 
creative ideas.

Pupils can describe their egg cracking methods using 
words, illustrations, animations or performance.
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